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Research
Rwanda Women’s Interassociation Study and Assessment (RWISA) 

In January 2005, WE-ACTx jointly launched a 5-year gender based longitudinal study being carried out by the US Women’s HIV Interagency Study (WIHS) called the Rwanda Women’s Interassociation Study and Assessment (RWISA)   Overseen by the Rwandan government Ethics Committee and the Institutional Review Board of the Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx, RWISA is the first major research HIV study in Rwanda, involving both US and Rwandan co-investigators.  The study follows 950 Rwandan women on ARV treatment, to examine the impact of HIV therapy on this cohort of treatment naïve women and assess risk vs. benefit of simplified regimens, impact of psychosocial issues including rape on wellness and treatment adherence, and assesses the impact of nutrition on HIV progression.  WE-ACTx staff work with WIHS and grassroots partners to prepare and support local women’s involvement., and members of our grassroots partner organizations and local WE-ACTx staff participate on the Rwandan Community Advisory Board, providing them the opportunity to work closely with the Rwandan Ministry of Health and leaders of the government AIDS units, i.e. the treatment and Research AIDS Council (TRAC) , which oversees all HIV/AIDS treatment programs in Rwanda, and the and the CNLS (Comite Nationale de Lutte Contre le SIDA), the  government arm that oversees national prevention and community mobilization and education programs.  The study brings together major stakeholders in the health care policy and delivery in Rwanda, and ensures that those needing care and services are central to the process of designing and implementing quality HIV treatment and care services.  
Nyacyonga Centre de Santé 


(Community Health Center)





Our most recent clinic project.  With support from American Jewish World Service and the generosity of private donors, WE-ACTx updated this district health center on the outskirts of Kigali in 2006 and early 2007. Nyacyonga Centre de Santé (Community Health Center) is one of ~130 publicly owned facilities operated by the Government of Rwanda through its District Health system.   These health centers are extremely important to the communities as the first site for community access to all needed services, including prenatal care, birthing, well-child care including vaccinations, diagnosis and treatment of acute illnesses such as malaria and endemic infectious diarrhea, and HIV evaluation, care and treatment with antiretroviral (ARV) medications.  WE-ACTx has partnered with the District to provide technical assistance in provision of high quality cost-effective HIV care, integrated into the community’s care.  This required significant upgrading of the physical plant, such as provision of running water and electricity to all patient areas and an improved array of equipment to allow a full spectrum of high-quality services.  








